fanch 20 , 1983 
Fenn Lane Brigga . 


(Linton , 9Llinoia 


Beat Wishes , 


ZH 


a Lady in Onegon . 


Hope you enjoy it, 


Joo , $ am encloaing a neal cute poem that § recieved from 


it describes me toa” J” 


Right ? 


» been busy , apent time in the hospital from 


TInied to Lift aomething bigger than 9 am and tone the 


Juat got home and took a tenrible cold that § can’t 


typed up for you » 


iA anybody in the world slowen than § am 9 would Like #o meet 


Nuf , said about my excuse . 


Anyway , 9 finally got the copy of my talk at the Old Settlern Reunion 


have a million excuser 


Gf there 
0 
pulling a atupid trick , 
Ligementa in my back . 
f 
a coupla’ years ago 


Dean Helen : 
shake . 


them . 


Ghoat Jowns of De Witt County , 9Llinoin 


When 9 war arked £0 give thin talk today - My answer war No - 9 am not @ apeaker 
and you will moat Likely agnee with me before 9 am finished . 
Fimt of all , Let me introduce myself - 9 an Jenn Lane Briggs - Editon of the 
column " Kinfolhk Korner", which appears in three Local newspapers , She (Linton 
Fauanal » Jhe Fanner (ity Journal and the. Focus section of the Decatur paper . 
9 an a native of De Witt County , my forefathers settled in the Rock (reek Anea 
in 1830 « They were Jillmon and Margaret ( Lyon ) lane . 
fy talk in to be on the Ghoat touns of De Witt County - You will aee on the poater 
that 9 have prepared , only three are actually ahown ar Ghoat Jownr , but there 
ane many mone - aame 9 have Located and some 9 haven't . 

Franklin . 
The village of Franklin once atood at. the aite of the old Pastime Park . The 
beginning of Franklin , ar nean aa can be detennined was in 1838 when Jamea and 
Melville Lowery aettled in section 2 of what in now De Witt County where they built 
a watermill , At finat thin mill waa equipped only as a saw mill but war converted 
ao aa to grind both coan meal and wheat flour. These articler of food, a necemity , 
and in great demand by the early TSP, , were ground by means of atone " burn ” 3 
made. from nock secured along Salt (reek and shaped and fashioned into workable 
condition by hand . The’ first mill wor in operation until 1844 when an unusally 
high waten washed it, dan and all away , completely deatnoying the building and 
suining moat of the machinery . 
but the Loweny's were not to be disheantened and at once rebuilt the stnucture , 
Piagcn and bettan,than even Me big tune! nag trkicld Salt Cexeb had thesbabl2 
of going ona " rampage " quite frequently and although the Loweny's wene good 
machine openatons , they aeemed to be unable to build a dam that would " atay put ” 
and often repeated " washouts " they became. disheantened and sold thein businesr 
to Levi Davenport. ln. Davenport operated the mill only a ahont time when he sold 


to John it, Monniaon . Shia war some whene anound 1850 ; and in 1854 Jamea A, Kinby 
a native of Ohio , came to $llinoia and Located at what war already known ar 
BA Wi tenes full 4 dnl butiding with dining. xoona above; Hla sae the 
third , and also the Last atone building to be built in thin village . besides 
thia atone , which also happened to be the fimt poat office in Junbaidge tounahip , 
Franklin also boasted of a blacksmith ahop and a achool house . While the other 
buildings were of frame construction , the achool houre war of Loga , cracks 
between them were not chinked , and achool war only held in mild weather . 

The names of the finat two merchants were Willian Barbee and Jamea W. Anmatnong , 
and the blacksmith shop war ouned by 9.Q. Burgett . 

The toun of JrankLlin began to" fade away and die " when the village of Kenney war 
atanted and several of the buildings were moved to the new village . The mill 
aemained and the Little poat office was not done away with until the Late 1850's . 
The. finat atone to be moved to the new town of Kenney war the Banabee atone , 

then the blackamith ahop . 

fn. Monniaon himself operated the Annatrnong atore for a ahont time while the other 
loxrinon's - George , Harry ond Sna nan the mill . 

After the decline and fall of the village of Franklin , the historic old picnic 
ground " Pastime Park " came into being . Thin war aomewhene in the 1880's and 
Be Hor bere ited ardadcvomld) bee 

9 feel that the atony of " Partime Park " - desenvea to go down in hintony ar a 

" Ghost toun " too , even though it was not a toun it war a place which had much 
hintory about it that needs to be presenwed . 


Zabniska . 
Shia Little village waa Located in Section 22 of Wapella tounship . The. tint church 
build in Wapella war a (hriatian church at Zabnriska , which war still atanding 
during the 1880'a , and poaribly Later. 9£ war Located 20 nean St. Patricks 
(atholic cemetery north of Wapella , that unless one knew, they would assume it 
wor a (atholic church . 
She finnt port office in Wapella township war operated from the paivate neridence 
of Abraham Swearingen in 1845 but the service war moved to Zabnisha in 1849 . 


¥ 


Willian Rolofaon conrinucted the first aaw mill at Zabnriska in 1843. 94 had a 
amall cinculan sqw and war run by horse power. 94 had disappeared from the acene 
Long before 1650 . Wapella wars not aunveyed until the autumn of 1854 and the Lots 
Wie sold in the apning of 1855 . 

by 1891 the village of Zabniska war called Long Point . 

94 har never been detennined how the name of Zabriaka came about . 


Swisher . 


The G8, Lemen and Sraac. Swisher families anrived in Harp township , Section 2 
in 1836 . Othen related families and friends soon followed . The area later known 
an Swinhen war originally called " Lemen Settlement ". 


| Thoman Yilnon , of Maryland ,exected the firme aaw mill in section 2 that aane year 


near the prerent old Swisher hill bridge . 9n 1840 , he added a burn for grinding 
com. Jhene war no bridge at Swisher hill until after the tun of the centwy . 


The first achool house taught in the Lemen Settlement by John Dougherty , whom it 
wor said war too Lazy to do manual Labor ao called himaelf~ a teacher. His atudents 
laten said , he could not distinguisha" ¢" froma” p"orna"b" froma” d”. 
South of the aettlement approximately one half mile , in an early burial ground , 
now ovengroun and nearly obliterated whene inteanents were made even before the. 


| permanent nettlement in 1836 . 94 war known ar Lemen cemetery . 


Solomon Deapain , a Baptiat miniaten who fist retitled nean Waynesville , cane to | 
Lemen Settlement in 1837 and sat up a blacksmith ahop about half way between 
Swinhen hill and the Llaten eatablished Swisher school . 


Until the 1920's , the mile of noad bedween Swisher hill and the Swisher achool 
had rix tuana in it. One turned south at the top of the hill , continued fon several 


yards and then turned earz . SP one derined to 90 south, instead , that cuwe to The. 


wert war called " Smokey Row". 9n 1860 alin. Leonand erected a blacksmith ahop 
nean the creat of the hill , not fan from the Jom Wilson's mill . 

When achool dintnicta were onganized and schools were every two miler apart ~ the 
achool eaat of Lemen Settlement war named fon the Swishen fanily and gradually 


the immediate area became hnown aa " Swisher " 


Prion to 1900 , Jerimah ( Jenny ) Curl operated a atone there . The neridenta of 


the neighborhood , came there to pick up thein mail , which war brought in from 
othen points by Frank Menrifield . He war the fathen of Hany Merrifield , Pauline 
Merrifield , Mar. Zula Thorp , Gladyr Svea, Hallie Me Kinley , Rebecca (oon , 
and Earl Nennrifield . 

Anound 1906 , a cobbler ahop war operated by John Walken and hia brothen Willian 
Walken who had a blacksmith ahop there. Thein mother war a las. Brady and they 
Lived where Henman Short now ouna . ALL three ane buried at Walters cemetery . 
Yonathan Swiahen Lived acrora the road from the achool ( North ) and war along in 
yea when he married a Swedish woman , much younger , and her daughter attended 
the nearby achool , 

fe the creat of the Swishen hill , war a grocery atone ouned by Lew Jaylon , hia 
Pothen » Samuel Jaylon, Lived in a house to the nonth of a Long Lane. That houre 
has been gone for many yearn . 

Peed Smalley who Lived at the bottom of (arter hill wert of Salt (reeh bought out 
Be, Jaylon's stock about 1914 and rented the building . Due to a dinagneement oven 
the rent , Smalley moved the inventory to a amall building across the road from 
house , north , at the botton of (anrten hill . Thin war the lart business place 
this settlement and it ended by 1920 . 

The toun of Swirhen had a port office fron 1836 until 1905 . 


Solomon . 

‘could write a book on the things thet 9 personally remember about the Solomon 

ba when 3 war growing up - but they would not give you the history - jurt pranka 

that my brothena and sinters , along with our friends and achool mates , pulled. 

ince thin in aupposed to be the hintoay of the community , 9 will Ly to atich 
that today . 9 had to call on several old timers of the neighborhood for my facta . 
. diffenent interviews , 9 found a few discrepancies , but you will get a 

bee picture of what Solomon once war. . 

Jaken from the American Aerial (County Hirtony senien - published in 1955, 9 found 
© following : The only community of Wilson tounship on the nonth borden of 

e Witt (0, in the hamlet of Solomon , with a population of 51. 9 in aituated 


— 


, 
in the midst of a Level fentile fanning region. ( Thia anusea me , calling it 
level, to me it in hills and holler ) The township in which Solomon iz Located 
har a present population of 335. Among early settler in the township were Thomar 
and Edward Wilson , brothers , who came in 1834. Another brother arrived in 1837. 
eae Fecoh Waltons | Jahn.tash., Pohi:Gutttman and Nichol Tnoudnan . 
Willian Wilson war the: fisat Justice of the peace | 

7 Monan. war the finat blackamith ( which disagrees with the Lint that 9 will 
give you laten from a personal interview . } 

BN Pina! dhoenabel and farinany yeaa nade ‘the bpota and shoes fon the 

| ettlen fon miles around. ( End of quote from printed material , } 

DM xmahip waa settled shortly ofter 1830 and, that area xecieved the name of 
Solomon in the following way : An early nettlen by the name of Samuel Franklin 
Meanifield had a atore across from the old tile factory now owned by Ray Johnaon , 
guat ear of the present home of Donald Dunlap in Wilson township . This waa the 
aite of the firrt Solomon stone and it war used aa a post office also. 

Min, Nennifield wrote to Springfield to ace iff the area could be naned henrifield , 
40 the post office could have a name and an addres . The officials wrote back that 
there wir already a settlement in Sllinoia with the. name of Merrifield but that it 
could officially be called Solomon . Laten the atone war moved to the anea 
ean the J road jurt aouth of the Walden cemetery . At one time there war a Library 
the atone and 9 undentand that a Lady in (Linton, 9Llinoia haa one book that 
ame. from that Library . | 

une. atore ownen pulled teeth at 10¢ a tooth and anothen changed a fee fon Legal 
dvice nendened. ( 9 haven't leaned who there mem were . ) 

eople. that nan the Solomon atone through the years were : They may on may not be 
AucceAAion . | | 

terk Gandnen , Robert Emeny , Solomon F, Merrifield , Kenny Van Deventen, A Ila. 
olly , Sra Emery , (lanence Paice , Jake Harrold , WE. Walden , Famer Yoner , 

LG ( Nike ) Valden Hugh Stapleton , Jack (Lemona , Coy Jonbert , DW. Vanpotten , 
d flanie Lane ( wife of (helsa lane. ) 

hen Jake Harrold ouned the atone in 1918 , my grandfather Jack on( 4.?. ) Lane , 


drove a wagon Loaded with gnocenies through the neighborhood for tra. Harrold , 

to accommodate those people that couldn't always get to the atone. Grandpa Lane 
also ouned a pool hall acnoas the noad from the atone , he Later aold it to a blind 
man by the name of Lon Walden . Stories are that he war doing a flourishing business 
but the congnregration of the Rucker (hapel church objected 20 atnongly that fin . 
Walden burned it to the ground without removing any of the furnishings on his 
ny » Rumors are that $ 1100.00 woth of candy bumed . 

anve Wilson owned the firnt blacksmith ahop also across the noad from the atone . 
then ounens were : Winfond Kansen , Jom Payton , Henry Peavlen , Gordon Worthy , 

ee Kelley and Bill Peavlen , a son of Henry. Again , § can't aay that the names 
iven ane in the onder of ownemhip . When Henry Peavlen had his blackamith shop 

it atood on the same aside of the noad an the atone and hia houre stood just a few 
ands south and wert of the ahop . 

he Solomon atone har been in four Location . 

nat in Section 1} before 1860 - Second in Section 24 about 1860 - hind in 

ection 25 about 1875 - Fourth in Section 26. 9 don't hnow when it war built but 
ake Harrold war in the fourth Location in 1918 . 

Loent Bray dug a hole with a bull dozen in Septemben 1966 and buried Solomon . 

hat old atore , probably from the Lime of it's finnt existence , war fon many years , 
he meeting place fon all the men for miles around. They would gather there winten 


alo went to De Witt once a week to pick up the mail and used hia home. ar a 

At office , | 

the prerent time the only thing left atanding to show that a toun war once there 
the old hitching rack on the eart ride of the noad . 

e mone thing that 9 feel in very impontant ar Solomon history in the many nugr 
ven on that big old Loom by fas. (anten, the finrt house on the nonth side of 
€ xoad on top of (arten hill. How fascinating it war to uatch hen weave those 
tiful rugs. 9 parted with my Laat one when 9 Left (hicago in 1976, and it war 
ed conatantly rom 1932 to 1976 . 


9 believe my husband's sister may atill have one that 9 gave hen, probably in the 
yean of 1932 . 

And Laat but not leant wan the winning hole on my great - grandfather's farn - 
Everybody called it " Dinky Lane's Bottom ", 9 think aome of the (arten family now 
oun ik. 

8 could go on and on but my time in running out - 9 war asked to give a shont talh , 
not to take up the whole day . 


A LITTLE MIXED UP 


Just a line to say I'm living 

That I'm not among the dead, 
Though I'm getting more forgetful 
And more mixed up in my head. 


For sometimes I can't remember 
When I stand at the foot of the stair 
If I must go up for something, 

Or if I've just come down from there. 


And, before the "fridge" so often 
My poor head is filled with doubt - 
Have I put the food away ? 

Or have I come to take it out ? 


And then, when it is dark outside 
With my night cap on my head, 

I don't know if I'm retiring 

Or ---just getting out of bed ! 


So, if it is my turn to write, 
There's no need in getting sore - 
I may think that I've written you 
And don't want to be a bore. 


So, remember that I love you 
And I wish that you were here, 
But now it's nearly mail time 
So I'll say "Goodbye, my dear". 


Postcript: 


There I stood, beside the mailbox 
With a face so very red - 
Instead of mailing you my letter, 
I had opened it instead. 


Author unknown. 


